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Our September Presentation 
Mark Your Calendar 

Sep 2: Montrose County Historical 
Society monthly meeting with 
Leonard Felix on the history of 
aerial crop spraying in the Uncom-
pahgre Valley. Pioneer Room, 
Friendship Hall, Montrose County 
Fairgrounds, 7:00 pm. 

Sep 9: San Juan Basin Archaeolog-
ical Society monthly meeting with 
Katie Williams on the organization 
of labor at Keet Seel and Betatakin. 
Lyceum, Center of Soutwest Stud-
ies, Fort Lewis College, Durango, 
7:00 pm. 

Sep 16: Chipeta Chapter monthly 
meeting with Bill Harris and Fred 
Blackburn on traveling around the 
Colorado Plateau. Montrose United 
Methodist Church, 19 S Park St, 
7:00 pm. 

Sep 23: CAS-GJ monthly meeting 
with Stefania Wilks on Ancient 
Plant Use in the Northern Great 
Basin. Redlands United Methodist 
Church, 527 Village Way, GJ, 7:00 
pm. 

Traipsing Across the Colorado Plateau  

(Mis) Adventures with Fred 

Bill Harris and Fred Blackburn will recount their shared backcountry experi-

ences over the last 40-plus years while pursuing a better understanding of 

the past across the spectacular landscape called the Colorado Plateau. 

 

Bill Harris 

Bill is a long-time resident of Montrose, Colorado, and an avid out-
doorsman.  He joined the Chipeta Chapter of the Colorado Archaeological 
Society in 1984, served as chapter president for three years and was state 
president in 1988.  He has been an active member of the Colorado Plateau 
Mountain Bike Trail Association since 1989.  He served on the Dominguez 
Escalante National Conservation Area Advisory Council from 2010-2018.  
Bill also served as a board member of the Colorado Canyons Association 
from 2012-2022.   He is an avid birder and an active member of the Black 
Canyon Audubon Society.     

In 1984 he joined a White Mesa Institute pack trip into Grand Gulch led by 

Fred Blackburn.  Since then, their paths have crossed many times.  Those 

experiences are the focus of ñTraipsing Across the Colorado Plateau - (Mis) 

Adventures with Fred.ò   

https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org/
https://www.casgjchapter.org/public-meetings


Fred Blackburn  

Fred Blackburn is a fourth generation Colorado Native. Born in the minersô hospital in Telluride, Colorado, 
Fred remains attached to the Colorado Plateau. He graduated from Fort Lewis College with a degree in Biolo-
gy and an emphasis in Natural History. He received his teaching certificate for secondary science in 1990.  

Fred began his career in Utah as a ranger at Natural Bridges National Monument. He was  hired as one of the 
first two rangers hired for the fledgling Grand Gulch Ranger Program in southeastern Utah in 1974. Fred 
moved to Cortez, Colorado in 1979 to assist establishment of the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center.  

Fred is published both as a researcher and author. "Cowboys and Cave Dwellers" 1997: Now in its eighth 
printing; "The Wetherills - Friends of Mesa Verde" 2009. Fred collaborated with photographer Claus 
Mrocynski in writing text for  "Sacred Places of the Southwest," a coffee table book on special cultural places 
of the Colorado Plateau.  

He has completed numerous research reports including an Inscription Report upon the major visited sites in 
Mesa Verde National Park, ñExpeditionary History of Keet Seelò  for Navajo National Monument. A thor-
ough analysis of historical signatures found at Inscription House in Navajo National Monument. He has com-
pleted a synopsis of the Inscriptions and their history found in Long House near Marsh Pass, Arizona, Long 
Canyon and the upper reaches of Tseyi Canyon.  

Fred and his wife Victoria continue documentation of data base with photographs of Prehistoric and Historic 
Inscriptions within the intact rooms of Aztec National Monument. A project begun in 2019 in collaboration 
with the National Park Service. 

He is currently writing as well as preparing research archives for institutional curation.  

Images and art courtesy of Bill Harris 



Have you ever heard somebody say ñsome days 
are just like thatò? That is just what I found my-
self saying about most of these past hot, 
smokey, windy summer months. Thankfully the 
rhythm of the world and life continues, regard-
less. The sun faithfully rises and sets. The days 
slip by imperceptibly, and here we are in Sep-
tember. 

Now we start up our regular 3rd Wednesday of 
the month meetings. Beginning with September 16. I promise we will all thoroughly enjoy our esteemed speakers for 
this month. Please do come for a pleasant evening with friends, both old and new. We all have some catching up to do 
after our summer vacation.   

As always, Janet Fabula 
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Chipeta Picnic ð August 19 

Cerise Park Shelter 

Photos courtesy of  Sally Johnson 
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