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Our September Presentation 
Mark Your Calendar 

Sep 2: Montrose County Historical 
Society monthly meeting with 
Leonard Felix on the history of 
aerial crop spraying in the Uncom-
pahgre Valley. Pioneer Room, 
Friendship Hall, Montrose County 
Fairgrounds, 7:00 pm. 

Sep 9: San Juan Basin Archaeolog-
ical Society monthly meeting with 
Katie Williams on the organization 
of labor at Keet Seel and Betatakin. 
Lyceum, Center of Soutwest Stud-
ies, Fort Lewis College, Durango, 
7:00 pm. 

Sep 16: Chipeta Chapter monthly 
meeting with Bill Harris and Fred 
Blackburn on traveling around the 
Colorado Plateau. Montrose United 
Methodist Church, 19 S Park St, 
7:00 pm. 

Sep 23: CAS-GJ monthly meeting 
with Stefania Wilks on Ancient 
Plant Use in the Northern Great 
Basin. Redlands United Methodist 
Church, 527 Village Way, GJ, 7:00 
pm. 

Traipsing Across the Colorado Plateau  

(Mis) Adventures with Fred 

Bill Harris and Fred Blackburn will recount their shared backcountry experi-

ences over the last 40-plus years while pursuing a better understanding of 

the past across the spectacular landscape called the Colorado Plateau. 

 

Bill Harris 

Bill is a long-time resident of Montrose, Colorado, and an avid out-
doorsman.  He joined the Chipeta Chapter of the Colorado Archaeological 
Society in 1984, served as chapter president for three years and was state 
president in 1988.  He has been an active member of the Colorado Plateau 
Mountain Bike Trail Association since 1989.  He served on the Dominguez 
Escalante National Conservation Area Advisory Council from 2010-2018.  
Bill also served as a board member of the Colorado Canyons Association 
from 2012-2022.   He is an avid birder and an active member of the Black 
Canyon Audubon Society.     

In 1984 he joined a White Mesa Institute pack trip into Grand Gulch led by 

Fred Blackburn.  Since then, their paths have crossed many times.  Those 

experiences are the focus of “Traipsing Across the Colorado Plateau - (Mis) 

Adventures with Fred.”   

https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org/
https://www.casgjchapter.org/public-meetings


Fred Blackburn  

Fred Blackburn is a fourth generation Colorado Native. Born in the miners’ hospital in Telluride, Colorado, 
Fred remains attached to the Colorado Plateau. He graduated from Fort Lewis College with a degree in Biolo-
gy and an emphasis in Natural History. He received his teaching certificate for secondary science in 1990.  

Fred began his career in Utah as a ranger at Natural Bridges National Monument. He was  hired as one of the 
first two rangers hired for the fledgling Grand Gulch Ranger Program in southeastern Utah in 1974. Fred 
moved to Cortez, Colorado in 1979 to assist establishment of the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center.  

Fred is published both as a researcher and author. "Cowboys and Cave Dwellers" 1997: Now in its eighth 
printing; "The Wetherills - Friends of Mesa Verde" 2009. Fred collaborated with photographer Claus 
Mrocynski in writing text for  "Sacred Places of the Southwest," a coffee table book on special cultural places 
of the Colorado Plateau.  

He has completed numerous research reports including an Inscription Report upon the major visited sites in 
Mesa Verde National Park, “Expeditionary History of Keet Seel”  for Navajo National Monument. A thor-
ough analysis of historical signatures found at Inscription House in Navajo National Monument. He has com-
pleted a synopsis of the Inscriptions and their history found in Long House near Marsh Pass, Arizona, Long 
Canyon and the upper reaches of Tseyi Canyon.  

Fred and his wife Victoria continue documentation of data base with photographs of Prehistoric and Historic 
Inscriptions within the intact rooms of Aztec National Monument. A project begun in 2019 in collaboration 
with the National Park Service. 

He is currently writing as well as preparing research archives for institutional curation.  

Images and art courtesy of Bill Harris 



Have you ever heard somebody say “some days 
are just like that”? That is just what I found my-
self saying about most of these past hot, 
smokey, windy summer months. Thankfully the 
rhythm of the world and life continues, regard-
less. The sun faithfully rises and sets. The days 
slip by imperceptibly, and here we are in Sep-
tember. 

Now we start up our regular 3rd Wednesday of 
the month meetings. Beginning with September 16. I promise we will all thoroughly enjoy our esteemed speakers for 
this month. Please do come for a pleasant evening with friends, both old and new. We all have some catching up to do 
after our summer vacation.   

As always, Janet Fabula 
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President’s Corner 

by Janet Fabula 



Chipeta Picnic — August 19 

Cerise Park Shelter 

Photos courtesy of  Sally Johnson 

Continued next page 
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More Picnic 
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From the Editor 

The earliest known stone tools were manufactured between 3.3 and 2.6 million years ago, depending on whom 
you want to listen to. By the time Neandertals made it to Europe during the mid-Pleistocene (about 240,000 
years ago), our ancestors were quite skilled at breaking rocks for tools. Wooden tools are not as well docu-
mented, probably because wood decays readily, except under very specific and rare circumstances. Bones, and 
more rarely teeth, were also shaped and manipulated as tools. A recent article documents the use of rhinoceros 
teeth as tools. 

Interesting. The first thing that caught my attention was that there were rhinos in Europe. In fact, there were 
two different species of rhinos. But the next rather surprising idea was that the Neandertals may have used rhi-
no teeth as tools. What was the inspiration for this research? 

The authors had noticed that in a small number of Middle Paleolithic sites in Europe, rhino teeth were numer-
ous. However, neither postcranial nor cranial rhino bones were common in these 
sites. Why were the teeth preferentially collected, and what were they used for? 
Clearly, the Neandertal groups weren’t bringing entire rhino carcasses back to 
their shelters, nor were they simply collecting skulls. Because of this purposeful 
collection of teeth, and because of the indications of damage to them, the authors 
reasoned that the teeth had been used for tools. In order to evaluate how and for 
what purpose they may have been used, they designed a series of steps to try to 
reproduce the marks left behind on the teeth. They reasoned that the teeth were 
either being used as hammers for the manufacture or resharpening of a stone tool, 
or as anvils, i.e. stationary platforms on which to flake stones. 

So they procured some modern rhino teeth and performed various stone-flaking 
activities to see what kind of scars/marks would be left on the teeth. They used the 
teeth to flake two types of raw material: quartz and flint (as the two most common 
raw materials found in Neandertal assemblages), and they experimented with 
rough knapping and retouch, and with using the teeth as anvils. Four teeth were 
used to knapp flint, five were used to retouch quartz, and two to retouch flint. Ten 
teeth were used as anvils. They also did some abrasion and compaction tests on 
the modern teeth to try to reproduce the effect of burial for thousands of years in 
cave sediments.  

As you might expect, the abrasion and compaction experiments did not reproduce 

the kinds of marks found on the ancient rhino teeth. However, the knapping ex-

periments were more positive. Their results and conclusions were quite detailed, 

but in short they concluded that the marks on the ancient rhinoceros teeth were 

probably caused by “direct percussion:” i.e. the teeth were used to strike off flakes 

in the process of sharpening stone tools. One interesting side note: Neandertals 

seemed to have a preference for molars that were essentially worn flat, which the 

authors characterized as teeth from senile rhinos. 





Field Trip Committee 

Leigh Ann Hunt, Joe Oglesby, and George Decker 

For more information on upcoming field trips and to sign up, please contact the field trip leader 

Masthead photo courtesy of Bill Harris. All other unattributed photos are by the editor. 

CHIPETA CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS 

 

• President: Janet Fabula, president@chipetachaptercas.org   

• Vice Pres: Leigh Ann Hunt, vp@chipetachaptercas.org  

• Secretary: Elizabeth Binder, secretary@chipetachaptercas.org  

• Treasurer: Jim Douras, treasurer@chipetachaptercas.org   

• CAS Rep: Nick Ard, casrep@chipetachaptercas.org   

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

• Speaker: Dan Elsner, speaker@chipetachaptercas.org  

• Newsletter: Dave Batten, editor@chipetachaptercas.org  

• Membership: Sally Johnson, membership@chipetachaptercas.org  

• Site Steward Coordinator: Leigh Ann Hunt,  
sitestewards@chipetachaptercas.org  

• Library: Linda Manske, library@chipetachaptercas.org  

 

 

CHIPETA CHAPTER WEBSITE  

• https://www.chipetachaptercas.org   

 

TO JOIN OR RENEW: 

• Go to the Chipeta Chapter website and follow the membership 
links. 

Program for Avocational Archae-
ological Certification (PAAC) 

For information, visit:  

https://www.historycolorado/paac 

PAAC Contacts 

Sarah A. Allaun  
Assistant State Archaeologist 
sarah.allaun@state.co.us  
303-866-5746 

Leigh Ann Hunt 
Chipeta Chapter PAAC Coordinator 
vp@chipetachaptercas.org 

mailto:president@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:vp@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:secretary@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:treasurer@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:casrep@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:speaker@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:editor@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:membership@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:sitestewards@chipetachaptercas.org
mailto:library@chipetachaptercas.orc
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.historycolorado.org%2fpaac-event-schedule&c=E,1,UvmoJZSYxtxOriDmDxww83Idb0xRAcr0E7n1I48_Dqfy97a3yNZY3bj-MXwxLOfwcW0Qk3jyJf1yPpGpfiCCALF7ZQ1KFs7ueKM-L3HYp3s,&typo=1
mailto:sarah.allaun@state.co.us
mailto:vp@chipetachaptercas.org

