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Our February Presentation 

Recent Old Spanish Trail Research 

by Jon Horn 

The Old Spanish Trail provided an important commercial linkage between 
New Mexico and California between 1829 and 1848 that has been recognized 
as the Old Spanish National Historic Trail. Recent research puts the trail into 
a larger context that encompasses a history of the entire southwest to provide 
a new period of significance for the trail of 1821-1881. This draws from 
American Indian use into prehistory (particularly that of the Ute), Spanish 
settlement of New Mexico, exploration and trade northward during the Span-
ish period, Mexican Independence in 1821 and the opening of the Santa Fe 
Trail, U.S. government exploration and military use, and regional settlement 
by Mormons and gold seekers. The expansion of the historic context for the 
trail is a result of preparation of a National Register nomination of the Fools 
Hill section of the trail northwest of Delta. Also to be discussed will be the 
difficulties in managing the historic landscape of the trail. 

Mark Your Calendar 

Feb 4: Montrose Historical Socie-
ty monthly meeting with Bob Cox 
on Cow Creek coal mining. Pio-
neer Room of Friendship Hall, 
Montrose Fairgrounds, 7:00 pm. 

Feb 11: San Juan Basin Archaeo-
logical Society monthly meeting, 
with Jakob Sedig on DNA and 
archaeology in NW Mexico and 
the US SW. Lyceum, Center of 
SW Studies, Fort Lewis College, 
Durango, 7:00 pm. 

Feb 18: Chipeta Chapter monthly 
meeting with Jon Horn on the Old 
Spanish Trail (right). United 
Methodist Church, 19 S. Park Ave, 
Montrose, 7:00 pm. 

Feb 25: CAS-GJ monthly meeting 
with Carol Patterson on images of 
clouds in SW rock art. Redlands 
United Methodist Church, 527 
Village Way, GJ, 6:30 pm. 

https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org/
https://www.casgjchapter.org/public-meetings


Our February Speaker 

Jon Horn arrived in Montrose in 1984 to work for the cultural resource management firm of Nickens & Asso-
ciates. He joined the Chipeta Chapter in 1985. In 1987, he was a founder of Alpine Archaeological Consult-
ants and has worked in all of the western states except Nevada. Jon has a Bachelors degree in History from 
Lewis & Clark College in Portland, 
Oregon, and a Masters in Anthropol-
ogy, focusing on historical archaeol-
ogy, from the University of Idaho.  
He has written over 350 cultural re-
source management reports, 33 Na-
tional Register of Historic Places 
nominations, including Multnomah 
Falls in Oregon and the Shavano 
Valley Rock Art Site, and 6 Historic 
American Engineering Record docu-
ments.  He served on the Colorado 
Historic Preservation Review Board 
from 2015-2020, was named a Fel-
low of the Colorado Council of Pro-
fessional Archaeologists in 2017, 
and has been the chair of the City of 
Montrose Historic Preservation 
Commission since 2018. 

Jonôs work on the Old Spanish Trail 
began on the BLMôs National His-
toric Trails Project in Utah and Colo-
rado in 2010. Since then, he has been 
involved in documenting additional 
sections of the trail and sites along 
the trail through Alpine and as a vol-
unteer with other organizations. He 
is mostly retired now, but works on a 
few small projects for Alpine and 
continues his research on the Old 
Spanish Trail.  When not doing those 
things, he enjoys time in the out-
doors hiking and birdwatching, gar-
dening, doing family genealogy, and 
traveling. 



This time of the year is always full of 
optimism for me.  This is when these 
clear blue Colorado days are so wel-
come and expansive. Not to mention 
that the days grow slowly longer. I am 
pretty sure there are more than a few of 
us who are getting out our gardening 
books and looking at seed catalogues 
and dreaming of this coming yearôs 
garden.  Whether we actually plant a 
garden is another thing all together. 

Along that happy avenue of thought - 
Our January speaker Zebulon Miracle 
inspired me and I had to get out my 
maps (and my magnifier). I had that 
pleasant time of dreaming, plotting and 
planning of adventures to come.   

Upon looking back at some of the past 
issues of our newsletter, which goes 
back to 2009 by the way, I was im-

pressed with the places we went and the things we saw.  Perhaps some of you have a special field trip that 
you would like to repeat?  After all, beauty and wonder has no limits on the times we can come back and see 
again.  Therefore, I encourage us to think about past trips and contact our esteemed field trip committee with 
some of those special trips we would like to see again.   

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy these winter days as all within our view slumbers frozen and still. 

Till our meeting in February,  

Janet 
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Presidentôs Corner 

by Janet Fabula 



 

Photo by Bill Harris 

Museum of the West, GJ 

by Leigh Ann Hunt 

Eleven folks from the archaeological 
society joined the trip to the Museum of 
the West on January 29th to view the 
exhibit on trading post influences on 
Navajo rugs through time. It was a well-
done exhibit with displays of superlative 
rugs from each rug weaving style, with 
an explanation of how and where the 
style originated. We also had time to vis-
it the rest of the museum with its exhib-
its on the uranium boom, famous fire-
arms of the area, and Native American 
artifacts.   

 continued next page 



Then, while perusing 
the display on South-
west Native Ameri-
can pottery, we were 
amazed  to come up-
on a particular 
Mogollon bowl  that 
contains the original 
painted  image that 
inspired the 
statewide CAS logo 
found today on all 
CAS materials. I do 

not know the story of 
how the logo was 
selected for the Soci-
ety some 75 years 
ago, but isn't it inter-
esting to know that 
the source artifact is 
housed in Grand 
Junction? 

After a pleasant  din-
ner nearby on the 
tastefully light-
ed  Main Street mall, 
everyone felt the trip 
was a success. 


