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Our October Presentation 

Mesa Verde and the 3 Sisters 

by Kellie Carroll 

Discover how the Three Sisters crops at Mesa Verde connect to Ute origin 
stories, revealing the deep ties between people, food, and the land.   

Kellie Carroll of the Ute Indian Museum will discuss how farming, food, and 
story intersect at Mesa Verde and beyond. The Ancestral Puebloan people re-
lied on the ñThree Sistersòðcorn, beans, and squashðnot only as staples of 
survival but also as symbols of balance and cooperation with the land. These 
agricultural traditions find resonance in the cultural teachings of the Ute peo-
ple, whose origin stories tie them directly to this same landscape and empha-
size respect for the gifts of nature. Together, the archaeology of Mesa Verde 
and the oral traditions of the Ute reveal how food, culture, and place are 
deeply woven into identity and survival in the region.   

Mark Your Calendar 

Oct 1: Montrose Historical Socie-
ty monthly meeting with Sally 
Johnson on Thomas McKee. 
County Fairgrounds Event Center, 
7:00 pm.  

Oct 8: San Juan Basin Archaeo-
logical Society monthly meeting 
with Kaitlyn Elizabeth Davis on 
early Tewa occupations and adap-
tations along the northern Rio 
Grande. In the lyceum, Center of 
Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis 
College, 7:00 pm. Also on Zoom. 

Oct 15: Chipeta Chapter monthly 
meetingwith Kellie Carroll on the 
role of agriculture in Mesa Verde 
and beyond (right). United Meth-
odist Church, South Park and 1st 
Street, 7:00 pm. 

Oct 22: CAS-GJ monthly meeting 
with Lucinda Schroeder on the 
recovery of stolen Native Ameri-
can sacred objects. Redlands Unit-
ed Methodist Church 527 Village 
Way, Grand Junction, 6:30 pm. 

https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org/
https://www.casgjchapter.org/public-meetings


Our October Speaker 

Kellie Carroll 

Kellie Carroll is the Education Coordinator at the 
Ute Indian Museum, where she has worked for 
the past five years. She holds a bachelorôs degree 
in Anthropology with a focus on Southwestern 
Archaeology from Fort Lewis College. While 
living in Durango, Kellie led tours of Mesa Verde 
for a couple of years. She first joined the Ute In-
dian Museum through AmeriCorps, leading the 
Shavano Valley Petroglyph Tours. For the past 
three years, she has served as Education Coordi-
nator, expanding her role to include developing 
and leading educational programs such as in-
person and virtual field trips, overnights, Hands-
on History Camps, and community events.  
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Greetings from the President 

A big ñThank youò to Joe Oglesby for leading 
us up Mount W in Gunnison. We were able to 
look at ancient paleo sites. The views were 
amazing as one could see miles and miles in 
any direction. Professor Landon took us inside 
the University to show us many of the artifacts 
that had been collected from the Mountain top. 
An educational and enjoyable excursion. 

As we look ahead, I want to remind everyone 
that November is our designated month for 
short presentations on archaeology topics of 
interest. If you have a subject or idea you 
would like to present, please consider sharing 
it with the group. To participate, contact Dan 
Elsner at 970-361-6813. We look forward to 
hearing from members who are interested in 
sharing their knowledge and enthusiasm with the rest of us. 

Save the date for our Christmas potluck on December 10 at The Association. Watch for more information 
from Sally Johnson. A note from The Association: There is no heat in the basement where our party will be 
held. The management said no one has ever complained. However, you may wish to wear an extra sweater. 

The State CAS adopted a set of Goals listed below: 

Ensure that all committees have chairs and sufficient members, and that all BOARDS are fully staffed. 

Ensure that the tools and platforms are available to support the work of the boards and committees. 

Ensure that our current website and member platforms meet our needs. 

Create and strengthen processes for communication that keep people informed of what is happening at all 
levels and how they can engage with the organization and with archaeology. 

Create a Policies and Procedures Manual to ensure effective functioning of State Boards and Committees 
and smooth transitions as board and committee members change. 

Collaborate across the State and Chapters to support our public education mission pillar.  

Utilize Educational Grants to support our public education mission pillar. 

Develop an effective message and a plan for communicating it that advocates for archaeology as im-
portant, fun, and interesting. 

Re-establish the Scientific Advisory Committee. 

Establish a budgeting and fundraising process. (Ways and Means Committee) 

Looking forward to seeing you all at our next meeting October 15, 2025, 7:00. 

by Alma Evans 

Presidentôs Corner 
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Field Trip to the Mountaineer Site above Gunnison today. 

Landon our guide and check out the rainbow! 
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