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Our September Presentation 

Mark Your Calendar 

Sep 3: Montrose County Historical 
Society monthly meeting with 
Jennifer Carter, the new Historical 
Society coordinator, and Dr. B. 
Carter on the state of the Black 
Canyon. Montrose County Event 
Center, 7:00 pm. 

Sep 10: San Juan Basin Archaeo-
logical Society monthly meeting 
with Laurie Webster asking wheth-
er Ancestral Puebloans raised 
white wooly dogs for their hair. In 
the Lyceum of the Center of 
Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis 
College, 7:00 pm. 

Sep 17: Chipeta Chapter monthly 
meeting with Susan C. Ryan on 
Crow Canyonôs Northern Chaco 
Outliers Project (right). United 
Methodist Church 19 S. Park Ave-
nue, Montrose, 7:00 pm.  

Sep 24: CAS-GJ monthly meeting 
with Holly ñSonnyò Shelton on 
unusual artifacts, sites, and fea-
tures of western Colorado archae-
ology. Redlands United Methodist 
Church, 527 Village Way, GJ, 
6:30 pm. 

The Northern Chaco Outliers Project  

by Susan C. Ryan  

The Northern Chaco Outliers Project, initiated by the Crow Canyon Archae-
ological Center in 2016, focuses on the Haynie site, a multi-component an-
cestral village with two Pueblo II period (A.D. 950ï1150) great houses, lo-
cated in present day southwest Colorado. The great and small houses at the 
Haynie site were part of the larger Lakeview community, a 1 kmĮ area com-
prised of the densest concentration of great houses found north of the San 
Juan River.  

Previous research in the Lakeview community suggests the great houses 
were constructed above earlier architecture dating to the Basketmaker III and 
Pueblo I periods (A.D. 500ï950). Testing at the Haynie site seeks to deter-
mine precisely when the site was initially occupied, when it was subsequent-
ly depopulated, and how this village related to other great houses located in 
the Lakeview community and larger region. Data collected during the North-
ern Chaco Outliers Project contributes to a greater understanding of resource 
sustainability, the natural and cultural impacts of environmental downturns, 
ancient communities and regional systems, migration, and human/
environment relationships. 

Additionally, the Northern Chaco Outliers Project generates data necessary 
to address questions fundamental to understanding a series of broader an-
thropological research domains. Materials collected from the Haynie site will 
provide insights into changing human-environment relationships through 
time, social stratification and equality/inequality, the roles of public architec-
ture and community centers, and identity formation. Engaging in research 
focused on these domains will enable Crow Canyon to fulfill its mission by 
advancing and sharing knowledge of the human past and contributing to 
cross-cultural discussions of human behavior around the world in the past, 
present, and future. 

https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.montrosehistory.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org/
https://www.casgjchapter.org/public-meetings


 

 

 

 

       

Susan C. Ryan 

Susan C. Ryan, (Ph.D. University of Arizona), 
has worked at the Crow Canyon Archaeological 
Center since 1998. As Executive Vice President 

of the Research Institute, Susan aligns the Cen-
terôs mission with ongoing research initiatives 
pertaining to human behaviors in the past and 

present and human-environmental studies. Her 
research interests include public archaeology, 
community formation and dissolution, the built 

environment, and the relevance of archaeologi-
cal research to todayôs societies.  
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Our September Speaker 

Photo courtesy of Susan C. Ryan 



Welcome back to the return of Colorado Ar-
chaeology Society, Chipeta Chapter  

We had a very nice summer picnic. The rain 
came in and cooled the searing temperatures 
down for us and stopped just as people began 
to arrive laden with delicious things to eat. A 
big Thank-you to Sally Johnson, who made 
certain everyone had chicken to spare. The 
mid-summer get-together was very pleasant 
with an attendance of 24 people. No one left 
hungry! 

If you are going to be in Denver, you might 

enjoy this exhibition. The following advertise-

ment is used with permission from ñHistory 

Colorado.ò 

Dom²nguez and Escalante in Ute Country  

It was the summer of 1776. Two Spanish priests launched an expedition that would prove to be a pivot-

al chapter in North American history, just weeks after American colonists declared their independence 

from Great Britain. Their journey through what became Colorado was a harbinger of changes to come 

for the stateôs Native peoples. Author Nick Saenz, a professor of history and newest member of the 

State Historianôs Council, takes us along on their travels and encounters with the Indigenous peoples of 

this region in an insightful new article just published in The Colorado Magazine. Itôs a great compan-

ion piece to Expedition 1776: The Journey of Dom²nguez & Escalante exhibition, now open at the His-

tory Colorado Center in Denver.  

Field trips coming soon: 

Museum of the Mountain West (TBA) 

Almont/Mountaineer site (Gunnison)-Joe Oglesby 

Anxious to see you all at our next meeting September 17, 2025 7:00 PM 

 

by Alma Evans 

Presidentôs Corner 

Photo by Alma Evans 

If you were on George 
Deckerôs August 23 wild 
horse tour, you saw these 
features. More photos on 
pages 4 and 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by George Decker 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/lh5lrh/hivvfp/d7nnyz
https://t.e2ma.net/click/lh5lrh/hivvfp/tzonyz
https://t.e2ma.net/click/lh5lrh/hivvfp/9rpnyz


and Other Scenery 

 

Just over a week ago, on August 23, 
George took a group out to see the 
wild horses. These are some of the 
photos from that excursion.  

Although not apparent in 
these photos, rain intervened. 
Discretion proved to be the 
better part of valor, as a dig-
nified retreat was preferable 
to a caravan mired in the 
mud.  

Photos by George Decker 



 

But it looks like it was a 
great trip while it lasted. 


