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PAAC Classes
Are you interested in learning more about how archaeology is done, so that
you might be able to help on archaeology projects? Check out the Program
for Avocational Archaeological Certification at the History Colorado website. This is an educational program that was established in 1978 to bring
avocational archaeologists together with professionals, by providing courses
and certificates to demonstrate proficiency in aspects of archaeological research.
There are four PAAC Classes set to start on April 5, 2021. To enroll, follow
this link to this sign-up page. Note that all the courses for this spring begin
on April 5, so hurry!
Here are the courses being offered this spring:
On-Demand (No live instruction)
Archaeological Laboratory Techniques
Archaeological Practice in Colorado
Virtual Classroom (Live instruction via Zoom & Google Meets)
These involve lecture and small group activities and you will need to participate in both. The sessions will be recorded and posted, but live attendance is
encouraged. There is a final exam that will open on Thurs, June 10, 2021,
and close on Sat, June 12, 2021.
Basic Site Survey Techniques [M/W 5:30-6:30 PM]
Prehistoric Ceramic Description & Analysis [M/W 7:00-8:00 PM]
For more information, Chipeta Chapter’s PAAC Coordinator is Dave Upchurch, and he can be reached at uphill1354@gmail.com.

It is looking like we might start having face-to-face
meetings in September if the number of COVID
President’s Corner
cases keeps declining. We might even try for a summer gathering outside if the state guidelines open up
by Sally Johnson to medium-size gatherings. I will keep you updated
as the summer gets closer. The annual meeting
plans are proceeding with the main speaker of R.E.
Burrillo and six field trips planned. If you would
like to help with a field trip as a leader please let me
know. I am also working on a social hour with a
possible movie at the Ute Museum.
I would like to thank Bill Harris and Russ Barr for
repairing and replacing the Fort Crawford sign that
was damaged. We are lucky to have such a team
that is dedicated to preservation.
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The Chipeta Chapter currently boasts 112 members.
When you renew, just remember that if you pay with a check, it might take a month to clear your bank. Payment by check includes many steps, from us receiving it at the post office box, to sending it to the state level,
then to be deposited into the state account. Finally, the state will send the chapter a check for our portion of the
dues from member fees (either by receiving a check or payment of the Member365). The Member365 website
sign-up helps eliminate steps in the membership renewal process, so please use the state website to renew.
The Board has not met in person but we have had "email" meetings, again hopefully we will be able to meet in
person even if it is outside and socially distanced. Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Sally

The Squint and Juanita Moore
Scholarship
Created in honor of Chipeta Chapter founding member Carlyle “Squint” Moore and his wife, the scholarship is awarded each year to a deserving high school senior or college student intending to enroll or already enrolled in an Anthropology or Archaeology program. Students can apply online at collegeXpress—
but note that the deadline is April 1, so if you know of promising students, please encourage them to apply
next year.
The scholarship is managed by the Montrose Community Foundation. If you wish to donate, please send
your tax deductible donations to the Montrose Community Foundation, PO Box 3020, Montrose, CO
81402.

Archaeology Talks
Here are three places from our region that are offering videos of talks on archaeological subjects.
Hisatsinom Chapter (Cortez) has several monthly zoom talks presented in conjunction with Crow Canyon
available for viewing on YouTube. One that may be of interest is the January talk featuring Tosh McKetta of
Alpine Archaeology describing “The Prehistoric Use of Florida Mesa Near Durango, CO”. Here is the url:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1B-1viaogM. This is a preliminary discussion of the results of Alpine’s
project for CDOT on the 550 Corridor south of Durango. If you use Facebook, you can find Hisatsinom
Chapter videos here. You can also find them on Crow Canyon’s YouTube channel (below).
It appears that Crow Canyon is presenting weekly talks via zoom that are then posted on YouTube. Some of
these are sponsored by the Hisatsinom Chapter, so there is some overlap. To view past talks, here is the Crow
Canyon YouTube Channel url: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdeiaCdm5v3cyVWL-n6qVBQ. To attend zoom meetings at Crow Canyon and hear upcoming talks live, go here to see the schedule and to sign up
to attend.
The San Juan Basin Archaeological Society (Durango) also has recorded zoom talks, which are can be perused and accessed here. Of note might be the November talk by Rand Gruebel about Alpine Archaeology’s
excavations on Florida Mesa.

From the Editor: What a little scrap of leather reveals about a major human migration

The Diné, known to most of us as the Navajo, have been in the Southwest for a long time. According to their
origin stories, they have always been there. Their journey from deep past to present is vertical rather than horizontal, as their origin was in a deep underworld, and they passed through two or three more underworlds on
their way up to their present homeland—Diné Bíkéyah. Anthropologists and archaeologists see it differently,
having long noted the linguistic similarities between the Navajo and Apache (Ndee) of the American Southwest, and the Dene (Athapaskan) people of northwestern Canada. A long migration must have taken place,
during or after which the Navajo and Apache separated from each other to form separate identities.
Dr. Jack Ives and a research team from the University of Alberta, Lakehead University, and the Natural History Museum of Utah, have been re-examining collections from the Promontory Caves in Utah, on the north
shore of the Great Salt Lake. These caves were first excavated by Julian Steward in the 1930s. As with most
dry caves in the American West, the preservation was spectacular, and the early excavations yielded perishable
items like moccasins, along with stone tools and animal bones. Dating to the late 1200s, the innumerable large
animal bones, including bison, demonstrated the occupants’ hunter-gathering skills. The nature of the artifacts
and perishable items indicated that they were distinct from the Fremont people who lived and farmed nearby at
the same time. The style and craftsmanship of the moccasins closely resemble those of the Dene-speaking people of Canada.
With permission from the landowners, Ives and his team opened new excavations at the caves from 20112014, and they have been able to establish a tight chronology of occupation. One tested bit of leather—an ankle wrap from a moccasin—revealed an anomalous isotope signature that implied an origin far from northern
Utah. A follow-up project analyzed a wide variety of bone and leather specimens and confirmed the uniqueness of this single item. The leather scrap probably came from a bison that lived and died in eastern Colorado,
the Texas Panhandle, or perhaps northern Arizona. Ives suggests that the owner of the
moccasin may have been on a scouting trip of sorts. This implies a long-distance round trip
that may have lasted many months. Ives argues that no society would go completely blind
into a new territory, and suggests that the owner of that moccasin helped to inform the
slowly-moving community about what to expect farther south.
What does such a migration look like? We have a couple of clues. First, there was a powerful volcanic eruption in NW Canada in the middle of the 9th century. That could be a
likely starting point. As to the end point in the Southwest, estimates of earliest arrival time
from most to least certain start at around 1600 and extend as far back as about 1000 CE. If
it was indeed a volcanic eruption that set the movement in motion, then the people would
have been traveling for at least 150 years, and up to 650 years or so, many generations.
I think the term migration may be misleading. The Germans use the term Völkerwanderung = folk wandering, which I think fits better. Think about the nature of hunter-gathering
people. They don’t have fixed homes. Many move in an annual round within a reasonably
well-known territory, but they may not stay in the same spot more than a couple of times in
a generation. After using an area’s resources for a month or so, it’s necessary to give the
environment time to recuperate. Surrounding you may be other groups of people, some of
whom are friendly, some perhaps not so friendly. Your territory may shrink or swell in certain areas depending on your power relations with your neighbors, and depending on demographic changes in all groups. Members of your group may visit in these other societies
from time to time—perhaps they have relatives there, perhaps trading partners. Information is always exchanged in such travels. It is a way to learn critical information about
more distant places.
The folk wandering process may begin when something happens to a large portion of the
home territory—like the explosion of a volcano. You and many of your neighboring
groups may have no choice but to set out and find some small portion of unoccupied landscape to sustain you for a time. You may call on relatives and associates—and their relatives and associates—for assistance. Once forced loose from a known landscape, it may

become habitual to continue exploring new areas. The ultimate goal may be to find a place that offers the
things you need to survive, and that doesn’t involve other groups competing for the same resources. It’s not a
hurried search—life goes on much the same, but resources will gradually change.
Ives makes the point that many groups were attracted to the bison habitat, which in those days included the
Great Basin. He also mentions that artifacts found at the Promontory Caves included many gaming objects
that seem to suggest a familiarity with very widely dispersed peoples from the west coast to points far to the
east. He suggests further that they may have been engaged in trade in some way that would involve individuals and small groups traveling substantial distances—for business. It is interesting that Navajo ceremonial traditions also imply that the people had a trading role in the pre-European society, helping move obsidian, turquoise, shell, and bison products between the Great Plains and the Pacific Coast (Kelley and Francis 1998).
The discovery of the leather ankle wrap in the Promontory Cave artifact assemblage fits well with this folk
wandering scenario. “Promontory Phase” artifact assemblages found farther south at Utah Lakes (near Provo)
at a slightly later date may support the idea of a southward drift. Of course, there could be other ways that this
piece of leather found its way to northern Utah, but it is a very interesting find, that could turn out to be a vital
clue in our attempt to understand the route and timing of the movement of some Dene people to the Southwest.
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Membership Application
Date: ___________________
Name: ______________________________________________________
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Street or RR Address: _________________________________________
City: __________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________
Telephone: __________________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________
(email required to receive Chipeta Chapter newsletters & field trip info)
Check One:
_____ New
_____ Renewal

Annual Dues* (includes state CAS dues): Check one
_____ Family (2 or more members same household) ..........$40
_____ Individual .................................................................$35
_____ Student (Circle if Individual or Family) ......................$25
_____ Secondary (Circle one) Individual ($10) or Family… ($15)
_____ Opt out of printed Southwest Lore

*Southwest Lore is the journal of the Colorado Archaeological Society: print copies are
mailed quarterly, and a .pdf is posted to Member365 for download.

Code of Ethics
As a member of the Colorado Archaeological Society, I pledge to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Uphold local, state, and federal antiquities laws.
Respect the property rights of landowners.
Report vandalism to appropriate authorities.
Support only scientifically and legally conducted archaeological activities.
Conduct field and/or laboratory activities using professionally accepted standards.
Not condone the sale, exchange, or purchase of artifacts obtained from illegal activities.
Be sensitive to the cultural histories and spiritual practices of groups that are the subject of archaeological investigation.
Accept the responsibility, if serving as principal investigator, to publish the results and make the collection available for further study.

Signature: ______________________________________ Other Family Signature: _____________________________________
Make checks payable to “Colorado Archaeological Society” and mail the signed application to:
Chipeta Chapter
P.O. Box 593, Montrose, CO 81402

CHIPETA CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS
•
•
•
•
•

President: Sally Johnson, sjjcas1@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Leigh Ann Hunt, lahunt970@gmail.com
Secretary: Annette Butts, annettebutts63@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jim Douras, mtncpa@gmail.com
CAS Rep: Nick Ard, nrard@bresnan.net

STANDING COMMITTEES
•
•
•
•

Newsletter: Dave Batten, david.batten@enmu.edu
Membership: Sally Johnson, sjjcas1@gmail.com
Site Steward Coordinator (acting): Leigh Ann Hunt,
lahunt970@gmail.com
Library: Linda Manske, manske46@gmail.com

OTHER COMMITTEES AND POSTS
•
Scholarship: Jon Horn / Bill Harris / Fred Henderson,
trlgpa48@gmail.com

Program for Avocational Archaeological
Certification (PAAC)
Registration for PAAC classes can be done
online at History Colorado website. See
also page 1 of this newsletter.
PAAC Contacts
Rebecca Simon
rebecca.simon@state.co.us
Assistant State Archaeologist/
303-866-4671
Dave Upchurch
PAAC Coordinator
uphill1354@gmail.com

CHIPETA CHAPTER WEBSITE
•
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org
TO JOIN OR RENEW:

•

Go to the Chipeta Chapter website and follow the membership links.

Want More?
Archaeology Southwest is
a great link to find out
about current issues and
events relating to Southwest Archaeology.

Field Trip Committee
Leigh Ann Hunt, Joe Oglesby, and George Decker
For more information on upcoming field trips and to sign up, please contact the Field Trip Leader
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