
The McConkie Ranch Petroglyphs, Vernal, Utah 

by Susan Thiele & James Cates 

Last year, shortly after Covid Lockdown, we headed to the Vernal Area, just to explore. I had found a mention 
of the McConkie Ranch petroglyphs, located on private property, but open to the public. With no other re-
search and low expectations, we headed there on a Sunday morning. Things looked promising, though, with a 

National Register of Historic Sites plaque. Nobody was present at 
the informal ñinterpretive shedò, where you leave a small donation.   

This site is the most well-known of the Ashley Valley/Dry Fork 
Canyon petroglyphs and is easily accessible, only 10 miles NW of 
Vernal. According to the Castleton reference cited below, this area 
contains some of the best panels of the Uinta Basin. The first sec-
tion immediately in front of us lay along a ledge below a Navajo 
Sandstone cliff. It was well shaded in the morning and impressive, 
engraved in various sizes of anthropomorphs of the Vernal style 
Fremont Culture (left and below).  
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Pictograph color is also combined with pecking 
(left). Unfortunately, it seemed that due to easy 
access, some had been ñenhancedò and defaced.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even more impressive was the second 
section along a lower trail to the north-
west. Here the anthropomorphs were 
large and bold on the cliff face (right), 
some with incredible detail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I found the headdresses, earbobs, neck-
laces, and sashes to be of great interest 
(left and below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were several large, spectacu-
lar galleries, including one labeled 
Headhunter (right).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In two others, sketches from Castletonôs book, Petroglyphs and Pictographs of Utah, clearly show that bottom 
parts of the glyphs have sheared off (below...  


