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Things to Consider
Lectures and Stuff
Here are some virtual talks you can access:
From Utah, a virtual Stewardship Day over seven weeks: https://
history.utah.gov/nine-mile-canyon-stewardship-day-but-virtual/
From Archaeology Southwest, videos from the archives of their Archaeology Café series can be found at https://www.archaeologysouthwest.org/
videos/
For those of you interested in the history of archaeology, a 1988 interview
of Emil Haury can be viewed in three parts on Youtube, at this address:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Emil+Haury

Neandertals
This just in: Hugo Zeberg and Svante Pääbo, in a preprint in Nature, say
that the main genetic risk factor for being hospitalized with covid-19 is a
sequence of genes that we inherited from Neandertals.

From the Editor
The last couple of days brought news reports of two
studies that both involved trees, ice cores, and volcanoes. One of these was a study in which the eruption
of a San Salvadoran volcano called Ilopango was precisely dated and modeled. The other identified periods
of high or low volcanic activity worldwide over the
last 2,000 years, and compared the activity swings
with summertime temperature trends in the northern
hemisphere. Neither study was carried out by archaeologists, but both ultimately aim to say something
about how volcanoes affected the lives of past human
societies.

The second study was by geographers who used tree
ring records to approximate regional summer temperatures in the northern hemisphere for the last 2,000
years. The results were compared with evidence for
volcanic activity, based on the residue from eruptions
found in ice cores (sulfates, micro-ash, etc.). They
found a correlation between high volcanic activity and
low summertime temperatures, and vice versa. These
correlations were apparently consistent across North
America and Eurasia.

Consulting with historians for the human consequences of these fluctuations in Europe and China, the auIlopango erupted in the first millennium CE, but the
thors suggested that periods of prosperity coincided
exact date of the explosion was uncertain. Since they with the high temperatures, but that cold periods
were interested in modeling the ferocity of the erup(prominently the Late Antique Little Ice Age of the 6th
tion as well as its timing, the geologists collected data and 7th centuries CE) were marked by famine, disease,
from two main sources. First, they mapped some
and political instability. They admit that generalizing
200,000 square kilometers of ash deposits in San Salon the historical record is rather challenging, but point
vador. Second, they studied ice cores from Greenland
out that large eruptions can cause widespread crop
and Antarctica to identify volcanic dust particles
(tephra) with unique chemical signatures in well-dated failures. I am a bit leery of their results. I can’t get acice layers. They found them at 431 CE, plus or minus cess to the actual articles, but I suspect that close extwo years. Radiocarbon dates from a single tree found amination of their data might reveal some slop in the
correlations. The term “volcanically active” is rather
buried in the ash deposits helped confirm the date.
vague, as are the concepts of prosperity and political

Using the distribution of ash deposits in San Salvador
instability. It will be interesting to see if there is a reand as far away as Greenland and Antarctica, they
were able to estimate the size of the eruption as being sponse from other researchers to these two papers.
50 times more powerful than Mount St. Helens. It ex- Dvorsky, George
2020 Scientists Reveal More About Volcanic Eruption That Rocked
pelled some 55 cubic kilometers of magma and pretty
the Ancient Maya, https://gizmodo.com/scientists-reveal-moremuch wiped out the local native societies in what is
about-volcanic-eruption-that-roc-1845217253, accessed September
30, 2020.
now El Salvador. There would have been a cooling
effect of about 0.5 to 1 degree Celsius for a “few
Collins, Sarah
2020 The testimony of trees: How volcanic eruptions shaped 2000
years.” The authors assert that it didn’t appreciably
years of world history, https://phys.org/news/2020-09-testimonyaffect Maya regions more than 80 km away, but I sustreesvolcanic-eruptions-years.html, accessed September 29, 2020.
pect continued archaeological research may find evidence of cultural responses to the calamity, now that
the exact date of the eruption is known, especially given the subsequent climatic cooling.

COLORADO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Quarterly and Annual Meeting
September 25 – 26, 2020
by Nick Ard
President Bob Rushforth called the quarterly meeting to order on Friday evening. Treasurer Michele Giometti
reported that CAS had approximately $7,000 in several checking accounts and $23,000 in CD’s. To date this
year the organization is down $1,900 from last year. Additionally, membership is down from 653 to 634 over
the last month. Total members number 902 which reflects the loss of the San Juan Chapter.
Ray Sumner stated that all Southwestern Lore issues will be printed and distributed on time as decided at the
July Quarterly meeting. The newsletter editor, however, has resigned because he is moving out of state and
CAS is looking for a new one. Holly Norton, state archaeologist, has been working
from home since March. The History Colorado Museum is open, but projects are
on hold and the situation sounded chaotic. OHP will no longer exist after October
1st, 2020.
To continue Google Meet as a meeting App will cost $96 a year for one person per
chapter and the state organization is looking into funding and options. CAS is going to abolish the Senior Membership category as was decided at the July meeting.
Since this could be done through Board action, unlike a membership increase, it
was passed by the board and will take effect January 1st.
At the Annual Meeting on Saturday, open to all members, it was announced that
CAS had taken over the reporting for the Swallow Site and the project was
“moving along.” Awards were given to Hisatsinom members as well as Larry Hansen at the Pikes Peak Chapter for six years of service as a chapter rep. Chapters
generally do not use the CAS awards option to honor accomplishments by their
membership and this was recognized as an oversight.

A proposal was made to increase CAS dues paid by chapters to the state organization. This action required a vote of all members present. While dues paid to the
state do not necessarily mean chapter dues to its members go up, it would likely be
passed on down to individual members. The Chipeta Chapter board voted to oppose the state increase and the motion was tabled due to lack of support by all
members present. It will be a year or so before CAS tries to increase dues.
A slate of officers was presented for next year:
President: Linda Sand
Vice President: David Melanson
Recording Secretary: Larry Beidle
Treasurer: Michele Giometti
Karen Kinnear will continue as Executive Secretary, an unelected position.

Next year’s Quarterly Meetings will hosted by Northern Colorado in January
(Virtual Meeting), Pikes Peak in April, Cortez in July, and the annual meeting for
2021 will be hosted by CHIPETA CHAPTER in the Fall. At this time we don’t
know what kind of meeting it will be, virtual or actual.
The Education presentations, by scholarship winners, during the day on Saturday
were entirely free because they were online and ranged from projects in Central
Mexico, to the Chaco outliers in New Mexico to an African American town in Illinois that predated the civil war.
Dr. Spencer Pelton, state archaeologist for Wyoming, provided the keynote address
from his home in Laramie using Google Meet. Pelton’s talk was titled “Mining
Paint at the Powars II site, Platte County, Wyoming.” The site, discovered in 1940
but not seriously excavated until 2003 is a Paleo-Indian site used for 2,000 years

COLORADO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Quarterly and Annual Meeting
(continued)
between 13,000 and 11,000 BP. Prior to a few weeks ago, it was the only Ochre mining site in North America.
Since then, a paper describing an underwater Ochre mining site in the Yucatan has been published.
The site provides a wealth of points including a lot of unfluted Clovis points as well as Folsom, Hell Gap and
others. It is located next to a 20th century ghost town named Sunrise. For decades up until the 1980s, an iron
ore operation almost buried the Powars II site. Pelton stated that excavation at Sunrise is over. As he puts it,
Photo by Bill
Harrisare too many other interesting sites in Wyoming.
there
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President’s Corner
by Sally Johnson

The days are getting shorter, the nights are getting
cooler. I hope you can enjoy this beautiful fall
weather. One nice advantage with these virtual
meetings: you can be anywhere if you have a connection to the internet. I attended some of the Annual meetings through this method but in the beautiful scenery of my yard and Silverton.

Please read Nick’s report on some of the highlights
from the annual meeting. One of the most important
items is that we are the official host for next year’s
annual meeting in September. Hopefully, we will
be back to somewhat a normal time for the meeting
to be an in-person event. We need to think of the
main speaker for the event. The board will also
Photo by Sally Johnson
need some help with planning, so after the first of
the year, I will be asking for a committee for this
event. The other news is that the state has taken away the Senior/Disabled membership at the first of the year,
but the increase of dues is tabled.
The Chipeta Board is meeting in person, but outside. Thank you, Annette, for the great place to meet and for
hosting the summer ice cream social. Annette found folding chair covers in a “Christmas green” with the
price tags still attached, after the social. If you have lost your chair holder/covers please let me know and we
will get them back to you.
Just a note of reminder that there will probably not be any meetings, or gatherings until next year. If you have
read a great book or article, had an interesting trip/find and, would like to write an article please let us know.
Dave appreciates having a guest article for the journal. Enjoy the warm weather with the great colors.
Sally

The Squint and Juanita Moore Scholarship
Created in honor of Chipeta Chapter founding
member Carlyle “Squint” Moore and his wife,
the scholarship is awarded each year to a deserving high school senior or college student intending to enroll or already enrolled in an Anthropology or Archaeology program. Students can apply online at collegeXpress—and note that the
deadline is April 1.
The scholarship is managed by the Montrose
Community Foundation. If you wish to donate,
please send your tax deductible donations to the
Montrose Community Foundation, PO Box
3020, Montrose, CO 81402.

CHIPETA CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS
•
•
•
•
•

President: Sally Johnson, sjjcas1@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Leigh Ann Hunt, lahunt970@gmail.com
Secretary: Annette Butts, annettebutts63@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jim Douras, mtncpa@gmail.com
CAS Rep: Nick Ard, nrard@bresnan.net

STANDING COMMITTEES
•
•
•
•

Newsletter: Dave Batten, david.batten@enmu.edu
Membership: Sally Johnson, sjjcas1@gmail.com
BLM Liason: Bill Harris, trlgpa48@gmail.com
Library: Linda Manske, manske46@gmail.com

Program for Avocational Archaeological
Certification (PAAC)
Contacts
Rebecca Simon
rebecca.simon@state.co.us
Assistant State Archaeologist/
303-866-4671
Dave Upchurch
PAAC Coordinator
uphill1354@gmail.com

OTHER COMMITTEES AND POSTS
•
Scholarship: Jon Horn / Bill Harris/ Fred Henderson,
trlgpa48@gmail.com

Archaeology Southwest is
a great link to find out
about current issues and
events relating to Southwest Archaeology.

CHIPETA CHAPTER WEBSITE
•
https://www.chipetachaptercas.org
TO JOIN OR RENEW:
•

Want More?

Go to the Chipeta Chapter website and follow the membership links.

Field Trip Committee
Leigh Ann Hunt, Joe Oglesby, and George Decker
For more information on upcoming field trips and to sign up, please contact the Field Trip Leader
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