
 
 

 

Battlefield and Conflict Archaeology – Some New Insights 

into Custer’s Last Stand 

Our October speaker, Douglas Scott, will be talking about the archaeology 

of historic battlefields. Warfare is as old as humankind, he notes, and stud-

ies of conflict are almost as old as warfare itself. However, he also points 

out that systematic archaeological investigations of battlefields are rela-

tively new, only a bit over thirty years old. There is a growing body of 

work being done on battlefields and war 

zones from widely scattered places around 

the world, including the trenches of World 

War I and such locations as Gettysburg 

from the Civil War. A recent news item re-

ported the recovery of some 1800 lead bul-

lets (propelled by slings!) used by the Ro-

mans during a second century siege in 

southern Scotland. In New Mexico, studies 

of the Hembrillo Basin provide insight into a significant defeat for the 

Apache fighting with Victorio. There are also many archaeological pro-

jects involving modern battles, atrocities, and human rights violations that 

fall under the term forensic archaeology.  Dr. Scott has been involved in 

many of these projects, but this month’s talk will be about the Little Big-

horn battlefield.  As he says, “the archaeology of the Little Bighorn has 

captured the imagination of the public and media. New archaeological in-

vestigations in 2010 as well as the application of new analytical tech-

niques are adding new insights into the battle, yielding new information on 

combat positions and fighting patterns.” I hope to see you there.  –DB  

 

 

  

Mark Your Calendar 

Oct 7-10: CAS Annual Conference & 

Meeting, hosted by CAS-GJ, Student 

Center Ballroom, CMU, 1100 North 

Avenue, GJ. Details at http://cas-

gj.weebly.com/. 

Oct 13: Leigh Kuwanwisiwma. “The 

Hopi Connection to the Four Cor-

ners.” Crow Canyon Archaeological 

Center, 7:00 pm. 

Oct 15: International Archaeology 

Day falls on October 15 this year, but 

many celebrate on other days during 

the month. 

Oct 18: CAS-GJ Meeting.  Tim Riley 

on Fremont and Ancestral Puebloan 

coprolites (in case you missed this talk 

last year in Montrose).  GJ City Hall 

Council Chambers, 250 N. 5
th

 St. west 

side entrance, 7:00 pm. 

Oct 19: Chipeta Chapter Meeting. 

Douglas Scott on battlefield archaeol-

ogy (right). United Methodist Church, 

S. 1
st
 and Park, Montrose. 7:00 pm. 

Oct 25-29: Society for Cultural As-

tronomy in the American Southwest 

Conference at Crow Canyon, CO. For 

membership and registration infor-

mation visit http://scaas.org/  

Nov 10: Jim Judge. “Confronting 

Climate Change Then and Now – Les-

sons from Chaco” San Juan Basin 

Archaeological Society, Durango, 

Fort Lewis College, Noble Hall, 

Room 130, 7:00 p.m.  
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This Month’s Speaker 
 

ouglas D. Scott retired in 2006 from the Na-

tional Park Service after more than 30 years 

with the Department of the Interior. Doug 

was the BLM Montrose District Archeologist from 

1975 to 1983 when he transferred to the National 

Park Service.  His last position was as Great Plains 

Team Leader, Park Programs, Midwest Archeologi-

cal Center, Lincoln, Nebraska. He is currently a Vis-

iting Research Scientist at Colorado Mesa Universi-

ty. Doug received his Ph.D. in 1977 in Anthropology 

from the University of Colorado, Boulder. He has 

worked throughout the Great Plains and Rocky 

Mountain West on a variety of archeological pro-

jects.  Doug specializes in nineteenth century mili-

tary sites archeology and forensic archeology. He is 

particularly noted for his expertise in battlefield ar-

cheology and firearms identification having worked 

on more than 40 battlefield sites, including Palo Alto, Sand Creek, Big Hole, Bear Paw, Wilson’s Creek, Pea 

Ridge, Centralia, and Santiago de Cuba.  He was awarded the Department of the Interior's Distinguished Ser-

vice Award in 2002 for his innovative research in battlefield archeology that started with his work at the Little 

Bighorn Battlefield National Monument. His 2013 book Uncovering History, on the archaeology of the Little 

Bighorn battle, has received several book of the year awards. In 2015 Doug was presented with the J. C. Har-

rington Award from the Society for Historical Archaeology for lifetime achievements in the field of Historical 

Archaeology 

Doug has also been involved with human rights and forensic investigations since the early 1990s. He has 

worked with the United Nations and various human rights organizations in El Salvador, Croatia, Rwanda, Cy-

prus, Iraq, and on an animal welfare case in Canada.  
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Random Notes from the Editor

81
st
 CAS Annual Meeting and Conference this 

weekend 

The newest chapter of CAS in Grand Junction, 

formed just last year, has done a great job of plan-

ning an excellent series of talks and field trips for 

the annual meeting. It’s close, so it’s a good oppor-

tunity to see what goes on at an annual meeting. 

Steve Lekson will be the keynote speaker on Satur-

day evening. Chipeta has been trying to get him 

over here to speak for some time without success, 

so this is a great chance to finally get to see him.  

See http://cas-gj.weebly.com/conference-

overview.html for information on speakers, and 

http://cas-gj.weebly.com/field-trip-details.html for 

info on field trips (also, see next page). 

New Student Membership Category 

In order to bring our membership categories into 

line with those of the state CAS organization, we 

are adding a student member category.  This will be 

effective immediately.  The Student Membership is 

available to any individuals or families with current 

student identification.  

 

 

                                                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Squint and Juanita Moore Scholarship 

Created in honor of Chipeta Chapter founding member Carlyle “Squint” Moore 

and his wife, the scholarship is awarded each year to a deserving high school sen-

ior or college student intending to enroll or already enrolled in an Anthropology 

or Archaeology program.  Students can apply online at collegeXpress—and note 

that the deadline is April 1.    

The scholarship is managed by the Montrose Community Foundation.  If you 

wish to donate, please send your tax deductible donations to the Montrose Com-

munity Foundation, PO Box 3020, Montrose, CO 81402.  

 

Want More? 

Archaeology Southwest is a great link to find out about current is-

sues and events relating to Southwest Archaeology. 

http://cas-gj.weebly.com/conference-overview.html
http://cas-gj.weebly.com/conference-overview.html
http://cas-gj.weebly.com/field-trip-details.html
http://www.collegexpress.com/scholarships/squint-and-juanita-moore-scholarship/2023561/
http://www.archaeologysouthwest.org/


 



  

The photo of this signature panel should have 

been attributed to Bob Dundas. 
 

Correction to this announcement that ran in last months issue: Steve Baker 

writes, “Regarding the ad for my new book on "Pacomio," I inadvertently credited 

the Paco signature panel to Jim Truesdale of Laramie, Wyoming. It should have been 

credited to Bob Dundas.”  Our apologies to Bob. 

 



  

photos by Dennis DeVore 



 
Program for Avocational Archaeological 

Certification (PAAC) 

There will be no PAAC course this fall due to 

remodeling of the BLM facility that pro-

vides the meeting room. A spring PAAC 

course is planned. 

 

PAAC Contacts 

Chris Johnston  
chris.johnston@state.co.us 

Assistant State Archaeologist/ 

PAAC Coordinator  

303-866-4671  

Beverly Kolkman  
bk7753@msn.com  

Chipeta PAAC  

Coordinator  

970.250.8893  

Chipeta November Speaker 

 
Due to a scheduling change, Dr. Mark Mitchell will be our guest next month rather than this month, speaking 

about the Archeaeology of the San Juan high country.  

 

CHIPETA CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS 

 President: This position is open. Please contact a board 

member if you are interested in volunteering. 

 Vice Pres: Dan Elsner, elsner.dan@gmail.com  

 Secretary: Annette Butts, annettebutts63@gmail.com  

 Treasurer: Jim Douras, mtncpa@gmail.com  

 CAS Rep: Nick Ard, nrard@bresnan.net  

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 Newsletter: Dave Batten, david.batten@enmu.edu  

 Membership: Dennis DeVore, ddv48@mac.com  

 BLM Liason: Bill Harris, trlgpa48@gmail.com 

 Library: Linda Manske, cc-manske2@bresnan.net  

 

OTHER COMMITTEES AND POSTS 

 Scholarship: Jon Horn / Bill Harris/ Bill Manske, 

trlgpa48@gmail.com  

 PAAC: Beverly Kolkman, bk7753@msn.com  

 

 

Field Trip Committee 

George Decker, gdeckercc@gmail.com 

Ed Horton, hortoned@gmail.com 

Carol Patterson, Urracapro@aol.com 

Bill Harris, trlgpa48@gmail.com 
 

 

For more information on upcoming field trips and to sign up, please contact the Field Trip 

Leader 
 

 
All unattributed photos are by the editor. 
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