
 
 

 

An Archaeological Tour of Important Fremont Sites on the 

Douglas Creek Arch, Rio Blanco County, Colorado 

by Steve Baker 

From 1985 to 1993 I had a dream job as the project archaeologist for 

Chandler and Associates, an independent natural gas company, that was 

then intensively exploring and drilling wells on the prominent Douglas 

Creek Arch south of Rangely, Colorado. My area of undertaking involved 

nearly 30,000 acres which contained one of the finest clusterings of 

Fremont sites known to exist in Colorado. In many ways it was a reflec-

tion of Nine Mile Canyon from where these Fremont people likely hived 

off. The topography of this area of the Douglas Arch was so rugged that 

roads and drill pads could not typically 

be laid out without adversely affecting 

Fremont, as well as many Numic Sites.  

This situation led to the testing and 

substantial excavation of a number of 

pristine single component house sites 

and the assemblage of what still seems 

to be the largest and best single data-

base ever assembled for the Fremont in 

Colorado. In this Powerpoint supported 

program I will take my audience on a 

tour of the more important Fremont 

sites I worked on during this program.  

These will include: The Sky Aerie 

Charnel Site, The Rim Rock Hamlet, 

The Sandshadow Site, and granaries 

and rock art.  
 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

Jan 8: Hisatsinom chapter meeting 

with Leigh A.R. Cominiello on the 

Wetherill Homestead/Trading Post at 

Chaco. First United Methodist 

Church, 515 N Park St, Cortez, 7 pm. 

Jan 9: San Juan Basin chapter meet-

ing with Chuck Riggs on Fort Lewis 

College field school at the Bowthorpe 

Site. Lyceum Center of SW Studies, 

FLC, Durango, 7 pm. 

Jan 14: CAS-GJ chapter meeting with 

John Seebach on the latest on Paleo-

indian research. Redlands United 

Methodist Church, 527 Village Way, 

GJ, 6:30 pm. 

Jan 16: Chipeta chapter meeting with 

Steve Baker on Fremont Sites in the 

Douglas Creek area (right). United 

Methodist Church, South 1
st
 St. and 

Park Ave., Montrose, 7 pm. 

Jan 18: Roc Creek Rock Art with 

Russ Barr, the site steward. Will entail 

a one mile hike. Depends on weather, 

watch for an email announcement. 

Feb 2: Old GJ Landfill area (Old 

Spanish Trail) Rock Art with Dennis 

DeVore. Depends on weather, watch 

for email announcement. 
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Our January Presentation 

https://sites.google.com/site/hisatsinomchapter1/calendar
http://www.sjbas.org/
https://www.meetup.com/CAS-GJ/events/255879335/


Our January Speaker: Steven Guy Baker, MA, RPA 
President, and Principal Investigator of Centuries Research, Inc. 

teve Baker has a B.A. in anthropology with a geology minor and an MA in history. He is an affiliate fac-

ulty member in the Department of Anthropology at Colorado State University, and he regularly works  as 

an ethnohistorian and archaeologist. He has devoted himself to archaeology since 1964 and routinely 

works in western Colorado prehistoric and historic contexts. He is a charter member of the Colorado and Utah 

professional archaeological councils. His areas of special interest include contact period Indian studies and the 

historical archaeology of mining and the Victorian settlements of Colorado. In addition to his intensive investi-

gations of the Fremont and Ute occupations of the Douglas Creek Arch near Rangely, Colorado, Baker has 

made substantial published contributions to the ethnohistory and archaeology of Colorado’s Ute Indians. He is 

the author of two recent books on the exploration and culture of western Colorado: 

Juan Rivera’s Colorado: 1765, finalist for the 2017 Colorado Book Award; and My 

Name is Pacomio, a tribute to Colorado’s preeminent aspen tree carver and master folk 

artist. 

Baker is now partially retired after serving since 1977 as founder, President, and Prin-

cipal Investigator of Centuries Research, Inc. of Montrose. Centuries was the first pri-

vate firm to receive cultural resource permits from the BLM and Forest Service for 

CRM consulting work on public lands in Colorado. He presently resides on a small 

farm near Montrose with his wife, Nancy Ellen. His office and laboratory are also on 

the farm so he usually stays pretty close to home. It is from his farm that Baker focuses his business interests 

and professional work and involves himself in an eclectic variety of  recreational and community service pro-

jects, including volunteering as a bed-side companion with two local hospice programs. 
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Attention! Winter/Spring Chipeta Field Trips 

Here are some tentative dates and destinations for field trips this winter! Keep your eyes out 

for these, and as weather conditions and other variables firm up, the trips will be announced by 

email in the usual way. 

Friday, January 18 Roc Creek Rock Art with Russ Barr, the site steward. This will involve 

a one mile hike 

Saturday, Feb. 2 Old Grand Junction Landfill area (Old Spanish Trail) Rock Art with 

Dennis DeVore 

Early March San Rafael Swell South with Dennis DeVore and Leigh Ann Hunt. This 

will be a multi-day trip with multiple sites and a campout or motel stay. 

Early-May Maybell-Meeker area--multi-day campout or motel, with Dennis De-

Vore 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         A good time was had by all: 
 

Thank you members for this great opportunity. I am 

excited to start the new year learning more about 

the new activities of the Chipeta Chapter. I first 

want to thank Teri Hauser for holding down the 

helm as president, taking the chapter to new heights 

and creating the new workshops. Teri will be con-

tinuing as the membership chairperson. That in it-

self is a major task, and without that position there 

would be no updates, trip notices, or emails. Thank 

you again Teri for your continued support of the 

Chapter. 

What a way to end the year with a wonderful silent 

auction and Christmas party at 2 Rascals. I want to 

thank everyone for the donations and the final winning bids on the auction items. This is a great way to support 

the Squint and Juanita Moore Scholarship. 

There is planning already for many trips, possible workshops, and some wonderful speakers this year. What 

makes this Chapter unique is all the behind the scenes talented people that bring everything together so flaw-

lessly. I would like to see outreach to the community in the month of May, which happens to be Archaeology 

and Historic Preservation month, some more workshops and PAAC classes, in addition to the speakers, field 

trips, and collaboration with other agencies. I have been able to attend many field trips and monthly meetings, 

and I am currently a site steward. I have made small steps within the chapter to be active and see the inter-

workings. With this knowledge, I hope that these steps will be my contribution to making the Chipeta Chapter 

as strong as ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chipeta Chapter Christmas Party:  
  

President’s Corner 

by Sally Johnson 

Photos by Leigh Ann Hunt 

Photo by Sally Johnson 



From the Editor 

Rapid Colonization of the Americas 

I can’t seem to stop writing about DNA analyses. While not strictly archaeological studies, DNA analyses are 

providing some of the most interesting breakthroughs in our understanding of the relationships of ancient peo-

ple with each other and with ourselves. A recent commentary in Nature describes studies of the DNA of two 

different sets of ancient human genomes that have come to similar conclusions about the peopling of the Amer-

icas. One of the studies sampled 15 human genomes from North and South America, of which six were greater 

than 10,000 years old. The second study sequenced 49 genomes from Belize on south. Both compared their re-

sults with the Anzick boy’s genome, dating to early Clovis times (12,700 years ago) and found in Montana. The 

result? In brief, “It’s complicated.” But at first, it was relatively simple—and fast. The first groups to penetrate 

the North American interior south of the ice sheets spread through the continent in just a few hundred years, and 

then almost as quickly through South America. Importantly, the oldest human remains discovered to date in 

South America were very closely related to the people who made Clovis points in North America. As the article 

says, the first people into North America moved often and fast. 

This idea of speed prevailed in the 1970s and 80s. The common wisdom of the time said that Clovis was the 

first group of people in the Americas, and they managed to occupy all of the Americas in about 1000 years. 

There were lots of ideas back then about how this might have occurred and what the consequences may have 

been. For example, the “Pleistocene Overkill” scenario, identified the American megafauna as collateral dam-

age. People arrived on the continent below the ice sheets and found a paradise of easy pickings. Since the mega-

fauna didn’t recognize them as a danger, the newcomers killed more animals than required to feed themselves, 

and like any new predator in a naïve environment, they reproduced and spread rapidly, wiping out many large 

animal species on the way. 

A more nuanced approach that still allowed for a very quick transit from north to south, was outlined in the 

wonderfully titled article “Coming into the Country,” by Robert Kelly and Lawrence Todd (1988). This nicely 

reasoned research considered the challenges faced by Paleoindians coming into a brand new post-ice age envi-

ronment undergoing rapid change. The newcomers would not have had intimate knowledge of the environments 

they were entering and thus would not have been able to predict the seasonal availability of strange new plants, 

nor known how to process them (think of the tannins in acorns or the poisons in Death Camas). Animals would 

have behaved similarly in a wide variety of habitats, so people may have focused their food gathering efforts on 

fauna rather than flora. They would thus have hunted an area until they reached some point of diminishing re-

turns, then perhaps rather quickly moved on to new places where the encounter frequency was greater. In this 

way, they could have moved quickly through the continent without either fully populating the landscape or con-

tributing greatly to the extinction of the animals they met. 

It’s interesting, and comforting, to me that the newest technologies are in fact confirming some of the old schol-

arship that was cutting edge when I was in graduate school. Of course, we know now that the earliest occupants 

of the Americas, who created sites such as Monte Verde, Chile, preceded Clovis by one or two thousand years. 

These few well-dated pre-Clovis sites have not yet offered up any human remains for study, so we know noth-

ing about this earlier, presumably thinly distributed, population except that they left vague traces of their pres-

ence in later genomes. Finally, it appears that after about 9,000 years ago, the Clovis-related genome began to 

disappear from both continents, as the population movements became more and more complex and the earliest 

populations were replaced by later arrivals. 

Callaway, Ewen 

 2018 Migration to Americas Traced. Nature 563 (November 15):303-304. 

Kelly, Robert L., and Lawrence C. Todd 

 1988 Coming into the Country: Early Paleoindian Hunting and Mobility. American Antiquity 53(2):231-

244. 

Mosimann, J.E., and Paul S. Martin 

 1975 Simulating Overkill by Paleoindians. American Scientist 63:304-313. 
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by the 
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Submissions for publication 
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Dave Batten, david.batten@enmu.edu 
 

 

The Squint and Juanita Moore Schol-

arship 

Created in honor of Chipeta Chapter founding 

member Carlyle “Squint” Moore and his wife, 

the scholarship is awarded each year to a de-

serving high school senior or college student 

intending to enroll or already enrolled in an 

Anthropology or Archaeology program.  Stu-

dents can apply online at collegeXpress—and 

note that the deadline is April 1.    

The scholarship is managed by the Montrose 

Community Foundation.  If you wish to donate, 

please send your tax deductible donations to the 

Montrose Community Foundation, PO Box 

3020, Montrose, CO 81402.  

 

http://www.collegexpress.com/scholarships/squint-and-juanita-moore-scholarship/2023561/


A Look Back at the Chipeta Chapter Year of 2018 

Programs 

January 17 Connor Johnen, Alpine Archaeology, Escalante Game Drive mapping and 3D study 

February 21 Members' Potpourri of Archaeology: Bill Harris, Annette Butts, Carol Patterson 

March 21 Vicki Felmlee, TCS Marketing and GJ Modeleers, Use of drones for photography 

April 18 Garry & Ming Adams, Canyon of the Ancients Ranch, Cortez, CO, Rock art images 

May 16 Don Irwin, Manti-La Sal NF, Monticello Ranger District archaeology 

September 19 Blythe Morrison, Fort Lewis College SW Center, Turkey domestication in N Arizona 

October 17 David Hyde, WSU Gunnison, Maya hinterland archaeology in Belize 

November 14* David Batten, Eastern NM Univ,  Hydrological modeling of artifact distributions  

(December 11* Christmas Party at Two Rascals in Montrose, Tuesday night.) 

*  Date adjusted/advanced due to holiday 

 

Field Trips and Work Days of 2018 

January Cushman and Hauser and Moore sites with Neil and Teri Hauser 

February Ute Ceramic collection at Escalante Game Drive area for BLM with Glade Haddon 

March Gateway and Dolores River downstream with George Decker 

April 7 Site Stewards refresher with BLM 

April 28 Some members assisted CCA in interpreting Escalante Canyon cabin and rock art to grade 

school students 

April Colorado National Monument area with George Decker 

April Some of us went with Grand Junction Chapter to Ute Tribal Park 

May West End—Paradox and Cottonwood—with Bill Harris and Leigh Ann Hunt 

June Some of us helped lead ARARA Annual Meeting field trips around our area for Jim Liewer 

June Corkscrew Railroad Turntable and Ironton with Leigh Ann and Don Paulson 

June "W" Mountain Site with Joe Oglesby and Mark Stiger 

July Chipeta sponsored the CAS Statewide Annual Meeting in Montrose 

July Summer Picnic, Rotary Park, Montrose—a very tough work day 

August Kebler Pass, Ohio Pass, Great Wall Railroad feature, and rock rings with Leigh Ann 

September Cave Spring near Arches National Park, with George Decker 

October Two days survey, Tabeguache Canyon Burn, for the Forest Service, with Leigh Ann 

November Escalante, Gunnison River Canyon Rim with George Decker 

 

NOTE: The Field Trip Committee would like to thank all those who led and participated in activities and trips 

and would like to encourage ANYONE who has an idea or a desire to lead a trip, to contact Leigh Ann Hunt, 

Joe Oglesby, or any board member to put it into motion. 



  

Photos by Dennis Devore 



 

  
Program for Avocational Archaeological 

Certification (PAAC) 

No PAAC classes planned for this winter, 

as yet 

 

 

PAAC Contacts 

Rebecca Simon 
rebecca.simon@state.co.us 

Assistant State Archaeologist/ 

PAAC Coordinator  

303-866-4671  

 

Chipeta February Speaker 

 

To be announced 

CHIPETA CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS 

 President: Sally Johnson, sandkjohnson1@juno.com 

 Vice Pres: Leigh Ann Hunt, lahunt970@gmail.com 

 Secretary: Annette Butts, annettebutts63@gmail.com  

 Treasurer: Jim Douras, mtncpa@gmail.com  

 CAS Rep: Nick Ard, nrard@bresnan.net  

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 Newsletter: Dave Batten, david.batten@enmu.edu  

 Membership: Teri Hauser, teribhCCR@gmail.com  

 BLM Liason: Bill Harris, trlgpa48@gmail.com 

 Library: Linda Manske, cc-manske2@bresnan.net  

 

OTHER COMMITTEES AND POSTS 

 Scholarship: Jon Horn / Bill Harris/ Bill Manske, 

trlgpa48@gmail.com  

 

CHIPETA CHAPTER WEBSITE  

 https://www.chipetachaptercas.org 

 

TO JOIN OR RENEW: 

 Go to the Chipeta Chapter website and follow the mem-

bership links. 

 

 

 

Field Trip Committee 

Leigh Ann Hunt, Joe Oglesby, and George Decker 

For more information on upcoming field trips and to sign up, please contact the Field Trip Leader 
 

 

Want More? 

Archaeology Southwest 

is a great link to find out 

about current issues and 

events relating to 

Southwest Archaeology. 

photos by Dennis DeVore 

Masthead photo courtesy of Carol Patterson. All other unattributed photos are by the editor. 
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